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A way forward 
Zahid Hussain 


The writer is an author and journalist. 


THE Punjab Assembly has finally been dissolved and 
the KP Assembly is the next to go. The development 
has set in motion the process of elections in the two 
provinces. That brings a shaky coalition government at 
the centre, with its razor-thin majority in a truncated 
National Assembly, under further pressure. The 
options for the ruling alliance are running out. The 
endgame has begun. 


It all started last week, with the PTI-PML-Q 
government winning the vote of confidence in the 
Punjab Assembly. It came as a shock to the PML-N, 
which till the last moment, was expecting some 
defections within the provincial government's ranks. 
That did not happen. The PML-N lost the game of 
snakes and ladders. Another setback for the party 
came when the wily Punjab Chief Minister Parvez Elahi 
dissolved the provincial assembly against all 
expectations. 


In this situation, the PML-N has been left with no 
other choice but to prepare for elections in the 
province that are to be held within three months. 
Imran Khan is also planning to take the battle to 
Islamabad. He has hinted at his party returning to the 
National Assembly and forcing the prime minister to 
take a vote of confidence. 


While another U-turn, it would be yet a shrewd move 
by the former prime minister, given the coalition 
government's vulnerabilities. Khan, belatedly, seems 
to have realised that abstention from the National 
Assembly could keep his party out of the process of 
forming the caretaker government for the coming 
general elections. 


The lame-duck administration is unable to take the 
tough decisions needed. 


But the return will not be that smooth as the PTI 
legislators in the House had submitted their 
resignations. It is apparent that Khan’s decision to go 
back to the Assembly is not to break the political 
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deadlock and help draw up a mechanism for the 
elections but to bring down the PDM government. 


Meanwhile, with some reports of possible defections 
in PML-N ranks, it could be a serious challenge for the 
prime minister to prove his majority. The Punjab 
debacle certainly has had a demoralising effect on the 
party though the leadership has put ona brave face. 
Even if the prime minister manages to scrape through 
the confidence vote, the rulers’ capacity to govern has 
been seriously hampered. 


With two major provinces going into election mode 
and the entire focus on the coming provincial polls, it 
would make it extremely difficult for the centre to 
govern. It is unprecedented that elections would be 
taking place in only two provinces. An anomalous 
situation has been created that could have serious 
implications for the political and electoral process. 


Neither side is willing to back down from their rigid 
position and agree on a mechanism for simultaneous 
elections in the provinces and the centre. While Imran 
Khan is adamant about bringing down the entire 
edifice, the ruling coalition is not willing to concede 
that it has already lost the game and to agree to early 
general elections. 


With the economy in dire straits, a lame-duck 
administration that is unable to take the tough 
decisions needed, will pull down the country further. 
The finance minister doesn’t want to discard his weird 
views on managing the economy. A top commercial 
banker recently warned of a systemic failure if urgent 
measures were not taken to address the current 
economic crisis. 


The situation is becoming increasingly untenable for 
the beleaguered dispensation. Although PML-N 
leaders insist that the National Assembly would not be 
dissolved before the end of its term, the game is fast 
slipping out of its hands. The Sharifs’ party has already 
lost huge political capital and prolonging its rule could 
further erode its support base in its former stronghold 
in Punjab. The PDM government is presiding over the 
complete collapse of the economy that would have 
far-reaching political implications for the country and 
the democratic process. 


This extremely bleak scenario also raises the question 
of whether the announcement of an election date 
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could help stabilise the political situation. There is no 
indication yet of the rival parties coming together to 
bring down the political temperature and enter into a 
serious discussion on the schedule and modalities of 
elections. More importantly, what will happen to the 
economy in the meantime? 


There is lot of speculation about a prolonged interim 
government of technocrats to fix the economy before 
the country votes. It’s not the first time such an idea 
was floated. We have heard such suggestions in the 
past too. It may sound attractive to many who look for 
a solution to our myriad political and economic 
problems outside the political system. But there is no 
evidence of any unelected set-up delivering on the 
economic, political and social fronts. 


There is the question of legitimacy regarding the 
actions taken under such an arrangement. Most 
importantly, where are the so-called technocrats to be 
collected from and who will choose them? There are 
always some hopefuls waiting in the wings to get that 
position. Proximity to the establishment is seen as the 
credential required to be part of the so-called group 
of experts. 


There is no magic wand that they have to turn around 
the country and solve all our ills. In fact, some of these 
so-called technocrats have been responsible for many 
of the problems now facing the country. The solution 
to our predicament lies within the democratic 
process, however flawed it may be. There is no 
shortcut to resolving our chronic structural problems. 


Ideally, elections are the only way to end the existing 
political and economic uncertainty. But it can only 
happen if political forces sit together to agree ona 
mechanism for free and fair elections. In the absence 
of an accord, the elections will remain controversial, 
as we have seen in the past. That would deepen our 
political crisis. There is not only a need for a charter of 
democracy but also a charter of economy to move the 
country forward. One can only hope that sanity will 
prevail. 


The writer is an author and journalist. 
zhussain100@yahoo.com 
Twitter:@hidhussain 

Published in Dawn, January 18th, 2023 
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Brain games 

Rafia Zakaria 

The writer is an attorney teaching constitutional law 
and political philosophy. 


A MONTH or so ago, it was reported that Pakistan had 
lost workers at a higher rate than in previous years. In 
2022, no less than 765,000 workers, many of them 
educated, left the country — far more than in 2021 
(225,000) and 2020 (288,000). Of these 765,000 
workers, 92,000 were highly educated professionals 
with degrees in medicine, technology, etc. 


Most countries would have raised an eyebrow or two 
at such a number, particularly of highly skilled workers 
like doctors, but Pakistan did not bat an eyelid. But 
the exodus is not a bad thing. Pakistan’s beleaguered 
and shrinking economy is not producing jobs at a rate 
that can employ these workers. Even if the jobs 
existed, the astronomical level of inflation means that 
the wages offered would be next to nothing compared 
to what these youths and their families have invested 
in their education. And most of the highly skilled 
workers have not wandered far in any case. The 
majority has gone to Saudi Arabia and the Gulf 
countries. From there, they can be relied on to send 
home regular chunks of their income which can 
replenish Pakistan’s almost down-to-zero foreign 
exchange reserves. 


Plans put in place by Saudi Arabia and UAE mean that 
this is not a permanent or even semi-permanent 
solution for either the country’s depleted foreign 
exchange or skilled graduates. As the global economy 
moves away from fossil fuels, these regions are 
unlikely to remain the kind of hubs of commerce they 
are today. Some reassurance can be found in the fact 
that these economies are unlikely to crumble 
overnight and Pakistan’s highly skilled workers — 
accustomed as they are to fending for themselves — 
will likely find some other place for their talents. The 
numbers leaving Pakistan for the US and UK is far 
slimmer with just over 3,000 Pakistanis heading there. 


The exodus is not a bad thing. Pakistan’s beleaguered 
and shrinking economy is not producing jobs at a rate 
that can employ these workers. 


As far as doctors are concerned, it would be useful if 
the statistics provided could be compared to the total 
number of medical graduates in the country, although 
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the 2,500 medical graduates that left last year are not 
all recent graduates and many may include those 
leaving for a short time to obtain advanced training. 
Given the fact that the global population particularly 
in wealthier countries is aging, the demand for 
healthcare professionals is likely to increase — making 
this field one which could be expanded to fit the 
needs of particular importing economies. 


Brain drain always feels like a loss, but in a world 
economy where labour has to be mobile, this seems 
an outdated view. Then there are the pitfalls of the 
opposite phenomenon, or ‘reverse brain drain’. The 
global recession in 2008 threatened to create 
precisely that in India because of the high number of 
people that lost their jobs following the financial 
market crash in the US. The sudden shock to the 
Indian economy from a return of professionals in one 
or two fields threatened to overwhelm it. 


‘Reverse brain drain’ is what is likely to happen in 
India in the next several months. There were more 
than 91,000 cumulative tech layoffs in the US last 
year. According to news reports in the US, an 
inordinate number of Indians working have been 
impacted. Currently, about 300,000 Indians are 
estimated to be working in the US on the ‘high-skilled 
workers’ or H-1B visa which is employment 
dependent. This means that those who have lost their 
jobs in tech in the past two months must all leave the 
country 60 days after their last day of work. In that 
time, they must sell their property, break leases, take 
children out of school and do whatever else they need 
to do to wrap up their lives in the US. 


The high number of Indian tech workers in the US is 
the result of years of successful lobbying by the Indian 
government. This was a boon for as long as the US 
tech sector seemed immune to the downturns faced 
by all other economic sectors. It failed, however, to 
consider two things. The first is the fact that sending a 
huge number of Indians to America prevented most 
immigrant Indians from benefiting from the best 
advantage offered by the H-1B visa. Unlike most visas, 
H-1B visas can be converted into green cards. After six 
years of being on an H-1B visa, workers can ask their 
employers to sponsor them for Legal Permanent 
Residence (green card). If the green card application is 
approved, the worker is no longer tied to the 
employer but is free to work for anyone they wish. 
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Moreover, after five years of continuous residence in 
the US, the holder is permitted to begin the process 
for becoming a US citizen. 


Indian workers were unable to take advantage of this 
because for national security reasons the total 
number of green cards issued to the citizens of any 
one particular country, India or China for instance, is 
limited by a quota. So this means that even while 
Indians can come and stay for years on H-1B visas they 
have to wait over 15 years until their turn comes to 
obtain an employment-based green card. Because of 
this, some of the Indians that have to return after 
these layoffs may even be mid- to senior-level 
employees who have been in the US for a very long 
time. Just as brain drain can weaken an economy, 
reverse brain drain can overwhelm it. 


Pakistan is not immune to reverse brain drain. If the 
Gulf economies crash faster than expected, then this 
country will also be faced by a huge influx of citizens 
that have to be absorbed into the domestic labour 
market. Given the likelihood of that not improving for 
decades, the prospect alone sounds like an utter 
nightmare for all involved. 


The writer is an attorney teaching constitutional law 
and political philosophy. 

rafia.zakaria@gmail.com 

Published in Dawn, January 18th, 2023 
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Using ate funds 

Syeda Zahra Shah Subzwari 

The writer has an LLB from the University of London 
and works as a research associate at the Centre for 
Law and Security 


CLIMATE justice is a concept that has been gaining 
traction in recent years. The funds pledged by 
international donors to help Pakistan rebuild and 
recover from last summer's catastrophic floods must 
be used in a way that is consistent with climate justice 
principles. Heavy rains and riverine, urban, and flash 
flooding have led to an unprecedented climate- 
induced disaster, affecting 33 million people, with 
hundreds of lives lost and over 2m homes impacted. 
Experts suggest that the national poverty rate may 
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increase, pushing an additional 9m people below the 
poverty line. 


The recent International Conference on Climate 
Resilient Pakistan in Geneva, hosted by the UN and 
Pakistan, was a significant milestone in the country’s 
fight against climate disasters. The conference saw 
donors pledge over $9 billion to help the country 
recover from the devastating floods of 2022. The 
conference was a major test case for determining who 
should bear the burden of damage caused by climate 
change. 


The staggering extent of destruction made a 
compelling case for a global loss-and-damage climate 
policy at COP27. This led to the donor conference in 
Geneva convened to support the victims of the 
disaster in Pakistan. The conference had two goals: (i) 
to present the Resilient Recovery, Rehabilitation and 
Reconstruction Framework, which focuses on 
institutional, financial and implementation 
arrangements for post-flood recovery, rehabilitation 
and reconstruction; and (ii) secure international aid 
and put in place long-term alliances with the aim of 
strengthening Pakistan’s climate-adaptation capacity 
and resilience. 


The amount pledged at the conference is to be used 
to rebuild infrastructure, provide humanitarian aid, 
and support vulnerable communities. It has been 
pointed out that “most of the essential institutional, 
legal and economic reforms are part of the unfinished 
agenda of the 18th Amendment”. 


The pledged amount must be spent wisely. 


This must be considered when disbursing the funds. It 
is, therefore, essential that Pakistan learn from its 
past experiences and take steps to ensure that the 
funds are used in a timely, impactful manner, 
especially to support vulnerable communities and 
address the underlying inequities — rather than 
simply giving compensation for the flood damage. 


The government has pledged to use this money in a 
transparent and accountable manner and has 
announced plans for independent, outside monitors 
to ensure transparency in spending. 


While the money pledged will undoubtedly help 
Pakistan address the immediate needs of those 
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affected by climate disasters, it has yet to be 
determined whether the amount will be enough to 
guard against the impact of another climate change 
disaster. It is necessary to invest in long-term 
measures, such as climate change-adaptation 
projects, early warning and better weather forecast 
systems, as well as in strengthening the capacity of 
local communities to cope with another natural 
disaster. To this end, education and awareness 
campaigns are essential for helping communities 
understand the risks of climate change and to take 
appropriate, preventive steps to protect themselves 
from natural hazards. 


As one climate expert has written in these pages, 
Pakistan has been provided with a “rare opportunity 
to shed its image of a passive recipient of climate 
disasters. Instead of being a victim only, the country 
can now undertake a series of well-deliberated, long- 
term measures for strengthening the resilience of its 
people and infrastructure” to ensure that it is better 
prepared for any future climate-induced disasters. 


However, it is also important to note that not all 
international pledges will be delivered in the 
immediate future; this can in part be attributed to 
donor fatigue but it is also true that Pakistan’s delayed 
or slow implementation of public sector projects has 
not escaped the notice of foreign donors. 


Top-down investments can only succeed by 
strengthening the coping capacity of the local 
communities. Given the urgency of the situation, 
Pakistan must take a fresh look at how best it can 
spend the development funds, while building a 
political consensus on the need for undertaking 
immediate reforms for climate security. 


The government’s apparent commitment towards 
building a resilient country is commendable, and the 
$9bn pledge is a major step forward. 


As funds come in, the government must ensure that 
they are used effectively and efficiently and that both 
people and infrastructure are strengthened to be 
better prepared for climate-induced disasters in the 
future. 


The writer has an LLB from the University of London 
and works as a research associate at the Centre for 
Law and Security. 
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Exit strategy 
Mahir Ali 


WITHIN a few weeks, a bunch of international 
geologists are expected to pick a spot to mark the 
birth of what some scientists are calling the 
Anthropocene, the latest epoch in our planet’s 
history, distinguished by the direct impact of human 
activities on Earth’s geology. 


There is no consensus on the origins of the 
Anthropocene, although the current weight of opinion 
seems to lean towards the mid-20th century, notably 
the dramatic changes wrought by the “great 
acceleration” that followed World War II. 


Anthropogenic climate change is among the various 
distinguishing features of this era, and its reach is far 
and wide. Who would have thought, for instance, that 
it was even contributing to the extinction of 
languages? Well, it so happens that some of the most 
linguistically diverse places on earth are also most 
vulnerable to rising sea levels. 


On the Pacific island of Vanuatu, 110 languages are 
spoken among a population of around 320,000. Most 
of them will wither away as the islanders migrate to 
safer shores. At the current rate of loss, it is 
(optimistically) estimated that half of the world’s 
7,000 living languages will have disappeared by the 
end of the century. 


The Anthropocene may turn out to be short-lived. 


Of course, colonialism in its malevolent forms has 
historically served as a more efficient means of 
diminishing linguistic and broader cultural diversity. 
Likewise, climate change is only one of the 
contributors to the startling diminution in biodiversity, 
with much of the loss of habitat attributed to human 
activities, eg, forest clearance, plastic pollution and 
overconsumption. 


Any switch to renewables might not offer much of a 
panacea, given solar and wind farms are not 
necessarily conducive to the preservation of 
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biodiversity. Amid predictions of the most devastating 
mass extinction event since the demise of the 
dinosaurs, a purportedly historic deal was reached last 
month at the biodiversity COP15 in Montreal, signed 
by 200 nations (excluding the US, as usual) to protect 
30pc of the planet for nature by 2030, and to restore 
some ecosystems. 


The trouble with such deals is that the initial 
exhilaration usually gives way to despondency when 
non-binding commitments go unimplemented. That is 
the problem with the better-known climate COPs. 


The 27th iteration of the latter event, held in Sharm 
El-Sheikh last November, is a case in point. Its only 
notable achievement was a purportedly historic deal 
for the most relentless carbon emitters to 
compensate nations in the Global South bearing the 
brunt of climate change without having contributed 
much to it. In the wake of Pakistan’s horrific floods, 
Climate Change Minister Sherry Rehman was a 
prominent presence at Sharm El-Sheikh and a leading 
driver of this deal. 


However, much like the $9bn flood aid promised to 
Pakistan in Geneva last week, there is no guarantee 
the commitments will be met. The dominant 
attendees did not even pay lip service to the 
seemingly lost cause of restricting global warming to 
1.5 degrees Celsius. That level could be breached as 
early as next year if the El Nifio predicted for 2023 
transpires. 


Meanwhile, like clockwork, COP28 will be conducted 
in November, this time in Dubai, with its presidency 
gifted to the head of the Abu Dhabi National Oil 
Com-pany who is also his nation’s special envoy for 
climate change and chairman of the board at Masdar 
Clean Energy. Such dem-onstrable conflicts of interest 
are common. 


“It’s like a big tobacco CEO hosting a cancer 
conference,” British academic Bill McGuire 
commented in The Guardian. “It beggars belief that 
the UN thought it a good idea to allow an 
authoritarian petro-state to host such a critical 
meeting at the height of the climate emerge-ncy.” 
Late last year he descri-bed the annual climate 
summit as “a bloated tra--velling circus”. This week, 
equally appropriately, he called it “a carcass to which 
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the fossil-fuel flies are at--tracted and buzz in ever 
greater numbers”. 


The fossil fuel lobbyist numbers increased from 500 to 
600 between COP26 in Glasgow and COP27. COP28 
might carry the steady hijacking of the conference to 
its logical conclusion. Fossil fuel companies have been 
leading sponsors of the event in recent years, with the 
fairly obvious intention of stalling progress in efforts 
to steadily slow down further oil, gas and coal 
extraction by acknowledging the need to reduce 


emissions while thwarting the means to achieving this. 


Ascientific study published last week noted that 
Exxon scientists had predicted the trajectory of global 
warming caused by fossil fuels with remarkable 
accuracy since the 1970s, while the company 
continued to query climate science for decades. 


Perhaps the biggest culprits, though, are Western 
governments beholden to vested fossil fuel interests. 
If the Anthropocene doesn’t last very long, fossil fuel 
companies and Gulf states will only be accessories to 
the crime. 


mahir.dawn@gmail.com 
Published in Dawn, January 18th, 2023 


SUIS db! pe tls ga SL 3 sd] Ue A) ES 
Galle y gb Guy eii Gal Le l "US pa co ia gs Ys 
Jas dus Hob GS oa US EY QI" el 3 Ul oz ab 
ASS Use sled ob Se Sal us ig wa ste Gb il Ul 
"UR 


st du heya 28 27S 44) 26 GS vee SS 
28 GS SB s 600 S25: + 500 ala S Coat 
Lag SG alal gibis S ol S Kissa (ly Jalia CS Gat pails 
cS SH ol oe ses lle clips Jy Ogie o “Saa 
33) WAS J5 meee gal y IS em nt cot) Dilya 03 JS as 
Oe AS ald $5 pe 8 ASS Sel sl Ss 
snus duals 599 Tis lS 6 ilga 38 deala ul 
aa Bsa Sy Gt Us Us SS 1S 


SUS UG ye Sad aila Sy lly igs gil tds Ai 58 
Siua 83 ib 2 th uS 1970 i osilae S GS! 
oS MHS CS Bs) ps8 st ney S Ca! eil sa gil S 

atts leat 52 S AG GS iS Soe coi SAS UY 
“a US biil as 


Slee se On Ute Se ee ena Él (aye cy UL 
ope od Cs ses etl SI Gn Us Bi gS lali S gaat! 
Sya sly gali os) HS Jai dui le uid 

É ua bld See 


Get Daily & Monthly Vocabulary, Current Affairs, Dawn Editorial And Opinion With Urdu Translation 


(WhatsApp 03410280618) 


11 


BB camscanner 


